Dear All Tlaree, 5/28/92 

On the chance it may be of interest, I'll be enclosing what the Post has today on the 
new Orioles ballpark. There will probably be more. 

The Camden section of Baltimore has histori^l importance in railroading of its 
very earliest day. Lafer it held the B & 0 station on the main line to KY and to my 
(limited) knovjledge included what I recall as a vast expanse of tracks raostly for 
freight. During World War II I was. innocently involved in an incident there that resulted 
in a court martial of which I am sure no record was permitted to exist after it was clear 
there was no need to presemre it. 

After I returned from Hfifcrth Africa I had a series of picayune assignments as a soldier, 
including working in a civilan capacity along side civilians, inspecting the pnotectkon if 
equipment to be sent for the invasion of Europe, in the Jersey City area. Prom there I was 
shipped with a couple of dozen others by mistake and without any r^ords of it to the 
Hampton Roads of Embarcation fuom which, when I could not get a pass, I went over the 
hill. I was entitled to and had been systematically denied the furlough granted on return 
from overseas. I hitchhiked to DC, getting there after Prid^ midnight, we drove up to 
Hyattsown to see her mother the next day, and unknw.^n to us a nephew was incubating the 
mum|)S. I got back to where we were shipped just in time for the boys to holler and offer 
me hands to get onto the tractor-trailer that was taking us to the railroad tracks. We were 
sent to vjhere we'd been originally destined, to the partbof Baltimore known as Dundalk, to 
j*fin an MP outfit the major job of which was to protect the docks and other shipping areas. 

I was there for only two weeks before I had to go over the hill again because when I reported 
being ill it was suspected tha^ I was still fitting fof that withheld furlough. Each night 
we went to our duty posts, at least all i was on, we went by boat. Once it was to the Camden 
yards. As I relieved the solder ain guard there for some zany reason he threw the r|fice to 
me . For another crazy reason he had the safety off. When I grabbed it it fired one bullet, 
fortunately into the air. So the court martial was to acquit me and more, the Arcy, in th e 
remote event soiaeone had been hurt. 

Host of the time I got the nastiest post to patrol, the docks at Curt#s Bay where ammo 
and other e^cMi supplies were being loaded to be sheipped for the invasion, still several 
months av/ay. I reported sick twice, twice weg returned to guard, which violated regulations 
(24 hours on, 24 hours off) and the third night I was so sick I fell asleep in a tiny guard 
shack where I took promotion from the bitter weather. Two ships on each side of that dock 
were being loaded. Fortunately, the corporal who found me asleep, for which during war one 
c4uld be shot, had been with me before and when he felt my forehead he knew I was sick. I 
had decided to go 03a^the hill, not report sick when that 24 hours ended at noon. But we 
all got shots that time and the doctor was on both sides of me to inject both upper arms 
and never saw how swollen both sides of my face were. I went over the hill and in Washington 





the MPs sent an ambulance for me, took m^o Walter Keed, whex’e after 10-12 days of high^ 
fever illness I languished for f6ur months, until we inva|ded Prance. Then, on my in- 
sistence that there were things I could do with bad vision, a bad back and flat feet, I 
was finally sent to the personnel office of the i«iilitarj District of Washington. The 
personnel office went over i^y record and experiences and that is how I wound up in OSS. 

It was not the best way to get a decent and useful assignment but with the pain in 
the past f-t was worth it! I was sick enough to have a private room in Walter Reed for 
most of two weeks. Another mumps patient wq,s moved in when I was about over the worst. 

For those two weeks lay testicles were packed in ice and although dedated I waS awaken- 
ed hourly to dri^k a glass of water and to urinate* 

Ken should stay off their feet once they get the mumps because if they do not orchitis, 
which can result in sterility, can result. (Didn't with me.) So, havigg been delivered to 
the hospital in a ^adiilac ambulance, I was told to walk quite some distance to the 
ward to wliicj^ I wa|f assigned and then to climb three M. flights of dtairs in those old 
buildings wM ^ith such high ceilings* T^e result is the my testicles got to be simply 
enormous and jainful to the touch. So large that even a colonel came in to inspect them* 
When he handled them the pain was so great I forgot that he was a colonel and from the 
fiat of E^sr back I punched him in the face. I could have been court-martial^^d but he 
realized bejatedly that he should have known and been less curious, so he apologized to 
me and nothing happened* 

After ab^t two weeks I was sent to the Sorest Glen former fancy girls school which 

was one of the reconditioning and rehabilitation branches of Walter Reed. There I taught 

radio and reporting. It was then that the sketch of me you saw on the wall was made by one 

of the artists who spent time pepping soliders who'd been injured up. He picked me, I 

suppose, because I^wao volunteering to do work I did not have to do to teach other soldiera* 

i 

I protected then as you saw it protected hei« and gave it to Ill's mother. We got 
it back when^he died-at 99* 

l^grqe with GobfernSr Schaeffer, who had a long fight with Eli Jacobs o'^er the temt 
name of the new paark, tht£ "Camden ards" should be in the na®e. It is a good and his- 
torical link to the past. It is still an interesting area, now in newer ways. There are, 

I understand, some sesurrected former slum areas* It was once a major commercial and in- 
dustrial area. The IncCoimick spice people had a very solk and fine buiding there facing the 

•i 

waterfront to which the park is very close. ¥e ha4 a vice president of JicCormick' s who was 
a friend and we visited there often* Eteen for Lil to pass knowledge of chicken cookery on 
to their home economist! ^t that is another story! 




Glad the Brofwn ms. looks proiaising. I know of it only the lirttle he told me about 
it when be phoned me. 2hat led me to believe that it could be worthwhile if he'd (tone 
well with it. Parenthetically it can have the effect of bombing a^oM/^asel on a lousj 
British TV sfeow that I refused to be on, I presume that Brown was able to draw on only 
what was published. If you and he come to an understanding and if you'd like^erhai® I 
can provide some official data I got under P0I4 for an appendix that could have the 
effect of fortifying his analysis. He'd be welcome to come and see. 

If you have any trouble with Groden let me know. He coauthored a paperback with 
Peter Model that I'm sure Model wrote and much of which he cribbed from me, the night of 
the day Mck should remember, of the conference on the Hugh IfcDonald book. Zebra later 
printed it. Barney Rosset offered to do it as a novel, which it is, I have also a few 
other things. But I doubt he'll go ahead and sue because he really has no basis. Idving- 
stone wrote High Treason and later bought out the interest he gave Groden. He should be 
well loaded if his emotion does not overwhelm him. He and Groden have become enemies, 
from what he told me. 



